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DOMESTIC SOLD AND SILVER OPERATIONS 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 


RARE GOLD EAR STATEMENT 


Section 5^.35 of the Treasury Department Gold Regulations, 
as amended, authorizes the issuance of licenses for the acqu-sition, 
importation, holding and transportation (within the United States), 
of gold bars having a recognized special value to collectors of 
numismatic items. In order to be eligible for a license it is 
repaired that the bar must have been of such recognized special 
value before April .5, 1933, and at all times thereafter. 

Applications for a license must be submitted in duplicate or. 
form TG-32 and must cqntain a complete description of the car with 
regard to size, weight, fineness, name and address of the manufacturer, 
all markings appearing on the bar and the names and addresses of prior 
owners from 1900 to the present time. In addition, photographs of 
all sides of the bar must be attached to the application. A separate 
application must be submitted for each bar proposed tc be acpaired, 
held, imported or transported within the United States. 

Gold bars made after December 31, 1900, were not generaily 
of numismatic interest before 1933- Therefore, such bars are presumed 
not, to be of recognized special value to collectors as defi .ed in 
the regulation. It should not be inferred from this provision than 
any bars made before December 31> 1900 will be licensed. • Before a 
license will be granted, it must be shown that the bar was of recog¬ 
nized special value to collectors before April 5, 1933> a: ’-- a - add 
times thereafter. 

It should -be noted that licenses are required under this 
prr’ision of the Gold Regulations in order to hold a gold bar whic:. 
h.as numismatic value . 

Any gold bars made after 1933 are obviously not of such special 
value as tc warrant tne issuance of a license for their acquisition, 
importation, nodding or transportation within the United Ataxes. 
Accordingly, licenses wi11 not be issued for such bars. 

Applications are available from the Office of Domestic'Gold 
and Silver Operations, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. 20220. 

Exportation of gold bars of recognized special value requires a 
. eparate- license. Applications for licenses to export gold bars of 
reco.gr.ized special value must be submitted in duplicate on form TG-33> 
.conies of which are also available from the Office of Domestic Gold 
• ni SiIver Qperation3. 
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TGL-32 


U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

LICENSE TO ACQUIRE, IMPORT^ HOLD and/or TRANSPORT A RARE GOLD BAR 


I. Name and Address of Licensee 

2. License Number 

JULIAN LEIDMAN 

0DGS0-TGL-32-1069 

8439 Georgia Avenue 


Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 



Upon your statements and representations filed with or otherwise made to the Treasury Department, you 
are hereby licensed under the Regulations issued pursuant to the Gold Reserve Act of 193^, Section 
5(b) of the Act of October 6, 1917, Executive Order 6260 of August 28, 1933, all as amended, to acquire,' 
import, hold, and/or transport within the United States, a rare gold bar. 

THIS LICENSE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE, and if the bar is disposed of must be surrendered to the Director, 

Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C- 20220. 

To be acquired from I ^| Jon Hanson, P.0. Box 5499, Bevelery Hills. California 90210 
*-* Name and Address 

°r r | 

Was acquired from I I _ __ ______ 

l—* Name and Address 

One gold bar which has been determined by the Director, Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, to have 
been of recognized numismatic value since prior to April 5> 1933, as described below: 

All markings on all sides of the bar Obv. * F.G. HOARD * ASSAYER f AMADOR CO. CAI within rirrle 

Ho. 2175 8.80 OZS. 999 THOUS. FINE, Rev. USM 

Manufacturer 's name Fel ix Grundy Hoard _ 

Manufacturer 's address Fidd1etOWn„ Amador County, California _ 

Date of Manufacture 1 869~70 _ Weight of bar 8 .80 OZS . Fineness of gold _ 999 _ 

if bar is to be imported: 4,228.30 grains 

Port or Post Office through which bar will be imported _ 

This license must be presented to the Collector of Customs at the Port of Entry or the Postmaster at the 
Post Office designated herein wfto will compare the bar with the description contained in a copy of this 
license which will be sent to him by this office at the time the license is issued. 

This license shall not be construed as relieving the licensee from the obligation of compliance with any 
other laws or regulations relating to the importation of merchandise. 

This license is subject to the provisions of Section 5k .6 of the Gold Regulations. 


SEP 1 4 1973 

Date of Issuance 



NOTE: THIS LICENSE IS ISSUED ON THE CONDITION THAT THIS IS A GENUINE GOLD BAR OF 
RECOGNIZED SPECIAL VALUE TO COLLECTORS OF NUMISMATIC ITEMS AS DEFINED UNDER 
SECTION 54,35 OF THE GOLD REGULATIONS. 


















DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 


SEP 1 4 1973 


Mr. Julian Leidman 

8439 Georgia Avenue 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 

Dear Mr. Leidman: 

As requested in your applications of August 26, 1973, 
enclosed are licenses numbers ODGSO-TGL-32-1069 and 1070 
to acquire, hold or transport two rare gold bars, 

I have also enclosed additional application forms TG-32 
should you want to apply for a gold bar license at some 
future date. 


Sincerely yours, 


Director, Office of Domestic 
Gold and Silver Operations 



Enclosures (4) 
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U. S. TREASURY DEPAR r 
Office of Domestic Gold and. Sil[ 

Washington, D. C- 2CT 

LON FOR A LICENSE TO ACQUIRE, IMPORT, HOLD an,. "' 

(To be filed .in duplicate) 

A separate application must be filed for each bar 

2 of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, Treasury Department, Washington, D.C. 20220: 




2hj( made, in accordance with Section 54.35 of tne Gold Regulations issued under the Gold 
and Section 5(b) of the Act of October 6, 191 7 , Executive Order 6260 of August 26, 

2d, for a license to Acquire]-1 Import |-j Hold r——(Transport within the 

I X | |_j 1 X | United States 

s of recognized numismatic value prior to April 5, 1933* 


m 


ADDRESS 


3- Name and address of person from whom bar is to be or was acquired: 


Jon Hanson 


.Post Office Box 5ii99. Beverly Hills, California 90210 


4. Complete description of the bar including all markings appearing thereon (attach photographs of all sides), 

si2 t)#v a . HOARD * above, ASSAYER below; 

AMADOR / CO. / CAL. within circle. „ /v . , v _ 

I Co in dislike , s tamp.! M o. 21 75 / size 32.UP (wide) x 51.70 (hi#i) x 9.70 mm, 

~ (thick) 

___ Date of Manufacture 1869—70 

U,228.30 Grains 

5- Name and Address of Manufacturer Felix Grundy Hoard (believed to have died on March 3, 1871) > 


Markings 

Wei&*v, 


circle• 

0 4-Coin dislike .stamp.), Ho. 2175 / 

8.80 OZS./"999 TH0US / FINE* 

. uTnitedT S(tatcs) Mlint) / Yjeinh t: 


_Fiddletown, 18 miles north of Jackson. Amador County. Calif,_ 

6. Give (in box below), where possible, the name and address of each person who has owned-subject bar since 
1900 to present mime; (if more space is needed attach separate sheet) 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

DATES OWNED 

Maxford Corp. (John J. 
Ford, Jr., Secretary) 

Salas S.A. 

Post Office Box 33, Rockville Centre, 
New York 11571 

1, Chemin M. Ravel, 1290 Versoix 
Geneva, Switzerland 

Purchased: Dec. lii, ’7 2 

From 1968-69 (?) 

IB BAR IS TO 3B IMPORTED: 



Port through which bar is to be imported 


ur 

Post. Office through vhic! 

h bar is to be received 



8. 


I hereby certify: 

(a) That I am the applicant--- 

(b) That I am duly authorized by and on behalf of the applicant to make this application- 

(attach copy of’ authorization) 

(c) That the facts set forth in this application are true and accurate to the best of my 
i.vi trmation and belief and that I do not nave knowledge of any material facts In con- 
aect j. on with such application which are not fully and accurately set forth herein. 


□ 

□ 


Signature 


Official capacity of person signing 


Address 


Date 


(over) 








































LICENSE TO'ACQUIRE, IMPORT, HOLD and/or TRANSPORT A RARE GOLD BAR 
(To be filed.in duplicate) 

A separate application must be filed for e. 


To the Director, Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, Treasury ‘Department, Washington, D.C. 20220: 


1. Application is hereby made, in accordance with Section 54.35 of "the Gold Regulations issued under the Gold 
Reserve Act of 1934 and Section 5(b) of the Act of OctoDer 5, 1917, Executive Order 6260 of August 26, 

1933, all as amended, for a license to Acquire!-1 Import i-1 Hold j-1Transport within the i-1 

1 X | j_j 1 X | United States 1 X | 

a gold bar which was of recognized numismatic value prior to April 5,.: 1933* 

2. NAME OF APPLICANT _ 


ADDRESS _ 

3. Name and address of person from whom bar'is to be or was acquired: Jon Hanson 
Post Office Box Sh99, Beverly Hills, California 90210 


4. Complete description of the bar including all markings appearing thereon (attach photographs of all sides), 
size and veirfit, . . 

Obv. 0ZS luia FINE 995 / CAL. 1880 - * 

Markings( flyg-pointed star punch) / MINING / size Ii8.h0 (wide) x 25.60 (high) x 7.00 ran . 

Co (two -words in logotype punch) - (thick) 

Weight No 526. _ 2 f ll5°00 Grains Date of Manufacture 1880 _ _ 

: . Naze ecu: Address of Manufacturer “The Star Wine was operated from the 1870*3 until 1895 by 
"William Jones near Rose Creek, Sonora (Tuolumne County), California. The mine is to be 
s een on c ontemporar y r eaps o f . .the area,. 11 ., pg. lj.3, Glendining fo Cq« sale cat., Nov» 13-lU, 

c. Giv?^(in box. below), where possible, the name and address of each person who has owned subject bar since 
1900 to present time: (if more space is needed attach separate sheet) 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

DA.TES OWNED 

’‘axford ~orp. (John J. 
Ford, Jr., Secretary 

Post Office Box 33, Rockville Centre, 

Purchased: Dec. lij, 'Ti 

Salas S.A. 

New York 11571 

1, Chemin M. Ravel, 1290 Versoix 


Geneva, Switzerland 

From 1968-69 (?) 


u "if EAR IS r: EE IMPORTED: 

Fore Through which tar is to be imported _ 

Peso Iffice through which bar is to be receives. 


(a) Tnat I am the applicant-----—— 

(0) Tnat I am duly authorized by anc. on behalf of the applicant to make this application- 
(attach copy cf apthprication) 

(c) Tnat the facts set forth in this application are true and accurate to the best of my 
information and belief and that I io not nave knowledge of any material facts in con¬ 
nection with such application Ar.l 0:1 are net fully and accurately set forth herein. 


□ 

□ 




Official capacity of person signing 




(over) 











































TGL-32 


U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations 
Washington, D. C. 20220 

LICENSE TO ACQUIRE, IMPORT; HOLD and/or TRANSPORT A RARE GOLD BAR 


1. Name and Address of Licensee 

2. License Number 

JULIAN LEIDMAN 

0DGS0-TGL-32-1070 

8439 Georgia Avenue 


Silver Spring, Maryland 20910 



Upon your statements and representations filed with or otherwise made to the Treasury Department, you 
are hereby licensed under the Regulations issued pursuant to the Gold Reserve Act of 1934, Section 
5(b) of the Act of October 6, 1917, Executive Order 6260 of August 28, 1933, all as amended, to acquire, 
import, hold, and/or transport within the United States, a rare gold bar- 


THIS LICENSE IS NOT TRANSFERABLE, and if the bar is disposed of must be surrendered to the Director, 
Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. 20220. 


To be acquired from 

or. 

Was acquired from 


0 

□ 


Jon Hanson, P.0. Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California 90210 

Name and Address . 


Name and Address 


One gold bar which has been determined by the Director, Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, to have 
been of recognized numismatic value since prior to April 5, 1933, as described below: 

All markings on all sides of the bar Obv. OZS 4.4l FINE 995 CAL. 1 880 * MINING Co No 576 _ 

ftdy. not legible, 48.40mm wide x 25.60mm high x 7.00mm thick 

Manufacturer 's name _ Star Minina Company _ 

Manufacturer’s address_ operated by William Jones _T u o l u m rifi Xounty, California_ 

Date of Manufacture _ 1 880 _ Weight of bar 4.4l n 7 s Fineness of gold QQp 

IF BAR IS TO BE IMPORTED: 

Port or Post Office through which bar will be imported _ 

This license must be presented to the Collector of Customs at the Port of Entry or the Postmaster at the 
Post Office designated herein who will compare the bar with the description contained in a copy of this 
license which will be sent to him by this office at the time the license is issued. 

This license shall not be construed as relieving the licensee from the obligation of compliance with any 
other laws or regulations relating to the importation of merchandise. 

This license is subject to the provisions of Section 54.6 of the Gold Regulations. 


SEP 1 4 1973 


Date of Issuance 




Director, Office of 
Gold and Silver 0p«rat3 



THIS LICENSE IS ISSUED ON THE CONDITION THAT THIS IS A GENLM NE GOLD BAR OF 
RECOGNIZED SPECIAL VALUE TO COLLECTORS OF NUMISMATIC ITEMS AS DEFINED UNDER 
SECTION 54.35 OF THE GOLD REGULATIONS. 
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More Crowns 


ONE PESO 
Date-MM 

1909- S 

1910- S 
1911 -S 
1912-S 


:e Mintage 
35 7,578,000 

35 3,153,559 

35 463,000 


1935- M Roosevelt S 36 10,000 

1936- M Murphy S 36 10,000 

1947-S MacArthur S 36 100.000 

1961 Rizal (Phila.) S 38 100,000 

1963 Bonifacio (Lon.) S 38 100,000 

1964 Mabini (London) S 38 100.000 

1967 Bataan (SF) S 38 10(0)00 ■ 

1969 Aguinaldo (SF) S 38 100.000 

1970 Pope Paul (SF) S 38 30,000 - 

1970 Pope Paul 

(Sherritt) N 38 70,000 

S mintmark — San Francisco Mint 
M mintmark — Manila Mint 
MEDALLIC DOLLAR 

1920 Wilson (Manila) S 38 2.2 

1920 Wilson (Manila) B 38 3.7 

PHILIPPINES - CULION 
LEPER COLONY 

ONE PESO 

1913 A 8,6 

Made by Frank & Co., Manila. 

1920 (Manila) A 4.0 

1922-PM monogram (b) 8.2 

1925-PM (b) 20,0 

PM mintmark — Manila Mint 

POLAND 


VF Unc. 
5.00 15.00 
6.00 12.00 
11.00 40.00 
13.50 65.00 
EF Unc. 
30.00 52.50 
40.00 47.50 

3.50 5.20 

2.50 3.75 
- 3.50 


3 50 


) 15.00 25.00 
I 7.50 11.00 
) 6.50 9.50 


1928 (London) 
1930 

1930 (1830 Rev.) 
10 ZLOTYCH 
1932 

1932 (London) 

1933 


33 9,070,000 

33 5,490,000 

33 3,587,200 


34 3,075,000 

34 6,000,000 

34 2,825,000 


10 ZLOTYCH POLAND 

Date-MM Metal Size Mintage VF 

1933 (Sobieski) S 34 300,000 18.00 

1933 (Traugutt) S 34 300,000 18.00 

1934 (S in shield) S 34 300,000 20.00 

1934 (no S) Pitsudski S 34 820,000 12.00 

1935 S 34 800,000 12.00 

1936 S 34 2,130,000 7.00 

1937 S 34 1,008,500 7.00 

1938 S 34 - 8.00 

1939 S 34 - 7.00 

100 ZLOTYCH 

1966 Anniv. S 36 - - 

Crossed arrows and MW mintmarks — Warsaw 

POLYNESIA, FRENCH 

50 FRANCS EF 

1967 Cornucopia N 33 600,000 1.50 

Cornucopia mintmark — Paris Mint 

PORTUGAL 


I 70.00 90.00 1 916 


1000 REIS 

1900 

1910 

ONE ESCUDO 

1910 

1915 


37 


350. 500. 
8.00 30.00 
10.00 32.00 
12.00 32.00 
14.50 35.00 

10.00 32.00 
8.00 30.00 
10.00 28.00 


20 ESCUDOS 
1953 Financial 
1960 Henry 
50 ESCUDOS 

1968 Cabral 

1969 Da Gama 
No mintmark — 

15 RIYALS 

1970 Rome S 

1970 Sports S 

10 RIYALS 

1970 Rome S 

1970 Sports . S 

1970 Rimet Cup S 

struck in Rome. 

ROM 

5 LEI 

1901 (Brussels) S 

1906 Reign (Brussels) S 


1,000,000 10.00 2 
1,817,587 4.50 1 
1,405,394 4.50 1 


2.000 - 

2,000 - 

2,000 - 


Proof 

- 15.25 

- 15.25 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 


ROMANIA 

500 LEI 

Date-MM Metal Size 

1941 (Bucharest) S 37 

1944 (Bucharest) S 37 

25,000 LEI 

1946 (Bucharest) S 33 

100,000 LEI 

1946 (Bucharest) S 37 

RUSSIA 


1901 S 35 

1901 (A.P.) S 35 

1902 S 35 

1903 . S 35 

1904 S 35 

1905 S 35 

1906 S 35 

1907 S 35 

1908 S 35 

1909 S 35 

1910 S 35 

1911 . S 35 

1912 Napoleon S 35 

1912 Memorial S 35 

1912 . S 35 

1913 S 35 

1913 (B.C.) S 3: 

1913 300th Anniv. S 35 

1914 S 35 

1914 Gangut S 35 

1915 . S 35 

St. Petersburg Mint, Russia 

U.S.S.R. 

ONE RUBLE 

1921 S 36 

1922 S 36 

1922 (II. Jl.) S 36 

1924 S 36 

1965 War II (b) 31 

1967 Jubilee (b) 31 

1970 Lenin . (b) 31 

5 RUBLES 

1958 (Pattern) N 33 

Leningrad Mint, Russia 


Mintage VF Unc. 

418,000 6.00 10.00 
9,732,000 4.00 8.00 


2,002,000 5.50 10.00 


inc. abv. 
140,009 
55,519 
12.010 
20,515 
45,710 
400,009 
130,409 
50,011 
75,009 
200.011 
25,000 
25,000 
2,061,221 
50,106 
inc. abv. 
1,472,019 
506,015 
30,000 


VF Unc. 
5.00 15.00 
5.00 15.00 

8.50 20.00 
8.00 21.00 

10.00 27.50 

12.50 30.00 
11.00 27.50 
10.00 25.00 

7.50 17.50 
8.00 20.00 

10.00 25.00 
10.00 25.00 
8.00 20.00 
iO.OO 110. 
225. 375. 
5.00 15.00 

Rare - 

Rare - 

12.50 22.00 
70.00 125. 

450. 750. 
60.00 100. 


VF Unc. 
1,000,041 12.00 22.50 
2,050,456 20.00 37.50 
inc. abv. 18.00 35.00 
12,998,054 9.00 18.00 

2,000,000 - 2.50 

- - 2.00 

- 2.25 


Gold Bars Enter On TD Permit 


Ten gold bars cast by Star Mining 
Co. and by Amador Mining Co. in 
California were allowed into the United 
States recently when Superior Stamp 
and Coin Co., Los Angeles, California, 
was granted import licenses for the 
pieces. 

The bars were made for the gold 
firms as a convenience for shipping to 
the U. S. Mint in Sail Francisco. They 
were offered for sale at auction 
November 13 and 14, 1969, by Glen¬ 
dining and Co., London, England. The 
bars were illustrated and described in 
the February 1970 Scrapbook, page 
164. 

On November 21, 1969, Lawrence 
Goldberg, spokesman for Superior, ap¬ 
plied to the Office of Domestic Gold 
and Silver Operations, Treasury 
department, for permission to import 


10 pieces on which his firm had been 
high bidder. 

It was not until October 30, 1970, 
that permission was granted, after the 
pieces had been examined by Vladimir 
Clain-Stefanelli, curator, division of 
numismatics of the Smithsonian 
Institution, Washington, D.C. 

The 1969 auction catalog, prepared 
by Spink and Son Ltd , London, states, 
“The following 12 bars were issued by 
the Star Mining Co. and are all dated 
1880, except for one bar dated 1877. 
They are all more or less in their 
original condition. 

“The Star mine was operated from 
the 1870’s until 1895 by a William 
Jones near Rose Creek, Sonora, 
California. The mine is to be seen on 
contemporary maps of the area.” 

The catalog continues, “The follow- 



recently. Upper left bar from Amador Co., F. G. Hoard, assayer, weighs 9.85 
ounces, .999 fine. Bar at upper right weighs 9.86 ounces; both bars have similar 
reverses, USM, believed to stand for U.S. Mint, an indication of the destination, 
not the source, Lawrence Goldberg pointed out. Lower left bar weighs 8.08 
ounces, .948 fine; lower right bar weighs 3.48 ounces, .998 fine, from Star 
Mining Co. Reverse reads CAL 1880. 


Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Sidney, Ohio 














ing four bars were issued by the 
Amador Co. with the name F. G. 
HOARD ASSAYER on them. They are 
all undated and are more or less in 
their original condition. 

“Felix Grundy Hoard, who was the 
assayer of gold dust at Fiddletown, 
California, was bom in Tennessee in 
1823 and died on March 23, 1871. As 
well as being an assayer, he was also a 
Fiddletown justice of the peace. His 
headstone is to be seen in a graveyard 
in this California town.” 

Goldberg’s firm purchased six of the 


believe this was done by assayer Hoard 
because they were transporting gold 
bars to the U.S. Mint in San Francisco. 
Apparently, they never arrived. 

Earlier, Thomas W. Wolfe, director 
of the Office of Domestic Gold and Sil¬ 
ver Operations, indicated the source of 
the bars interested him. He said, “A 
violation may have occurred if the gold 
was part of a hoard that was 
discovered.” When hidden hoards of 
gold are found in the United States, 
the Treasury department must be noti¬ 
fied. 



LYLE CLARK 
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Gold Bars Enter V.S. 

(Continued from page 541) 
gold from natural deposits in the U.S. 
which have not yet entered into com¬ 
mercial use may be exported without a 
license. 

“On the other hand, ‘one cannot have 
his cake and eat it too. ’ If the gold 
would qualify for export without a 
license, it certainly would require a 
license to be brought back into the U.S. 
If a license was issued to export gold 
‘not in its natural state, ’ then no 
license would be required to bring it 
back into the U. S. ” Wolfe concluded. 

John J. Ford, New York City 
numismatist, said in 1969 he knew of 
the hoard, which I13 described as 
bullion ingots, different than assay or 
specie ingots. 

“The big difference is that assay and 
specie ingots have values or denomina¬ 
tions on them, ” Ford notes. He added, 
“The new discoveries lack any 
monetary value or denominations. 

“By no stretch of the imagination 
was the intent of manufacture of these 
pieces monetary. The main and only 
reason these bars were manufactured 
was to facilitate the transportation of 
the gold, ” Ford emphasized. 

“The bullion ingots can be easily 
identified.” Ford explained. He writes, 
“They lack any monetary value or 
denomination. These were generally 
made by or for mining companies as 
transport ingots, which were just what 
the name implies. In some instances, 
generally in the case of the smaller 
ingots, say up to 10 troy ounces, they 
were also stored and/or employed by 
banks. In these cases, the determining 
factor was weight, not stamped value.” 

Ford continued, “The most valuable 
ingots are of the specie type, made for 
money, while the least valuable cate¬ 
gory is the third category, comprising 
the bullion ingots. Of course, these 
three categories overlap in numerous 
ways, which makes the whole subject 
extremely confusing. 

“I would venture to guess that an 
inordinately high percentage of all 
western precious metal ingots went into 
the melting pot,” Ford said. He added, 
“So many were melted that I can cite 
dozens of issuers who advertised ‘re- 
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turns in bars within 24 hours’ for years, 
from whom not one single ingot has 
survived! 

“From 1849 to about 1906, various 
individual assayers, private, state and 
even federal assay offices, bankers and 
mining companies, manufactured and 
issued bars and ingots,” Ford explained. 
“Composed of gold, silver or a combina¬ 
tion of both as a natural alloy (elec- 
trum), these pieces originated in the 
territories and states of California, 
Arizona, Nevada, Utah, New Mexico 
and Colorado. Some have even been 
found from Oregon, Washington and 
Idaho; others, from Montana and South 
Dakota, are said to have been made. 

“In addition to these western bars 
and ingots, similar items were made 
about the country at various U.S. gov¬ 
ernment assay offices, along with issues 
of Alaskan-Canadian manufacture 
(from the period of the Klondike gold 
rush, 1897-1899. 

“Sometimes crudely cast, often care¬ 
fully finished, these precious metal 
bars and ingots were invariably stamp¬ 
ed with the name of the issuer, some¬ 
times with the place and date of 
manufacture. Almost all have the com¬ 
position and fineness, the weight, and 
the valure in dollars and cents stamped 
upon them. Rarely some are found with 
a stamp from a die, resembling a coin 
in appearance,” Ford noted. 

“The Amador pieces are the first 
bullion ingots that old to be un¬ 
covered, ” Ford indicated. He estimated 
they were made in 1869 or 1870, since a 
federal bullion tax was levied until 
1868 and taxed ingots were stamped U. 
S. REVENUE. 

At the time of the sale, Ford raised 
several questions about the Star and 
Amador bars. “Where do all of these 
pieces come from all at once? ” “Why 
haven’t they been found in the past?” 
Ford speculated the bars might have 
been included in a stage coach robbery, 
later hidden, and just recently un¬ 
covered by chance or with sophisticated 
detection devices now available to 
treasure hunters. 

Fiddlletown is in Amador county, 
due east of Sacramento about 32 miles. 
Sonora is southeast of Sacramento 
some 65 miles, county seat of Tuolumne 
county. 

Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Sidney, Ohio 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5 , Missouri 


January S>, 1970 


MEMORANDUM 


Today Emery May Norweb told me, over the telephone, 
that about three years ago John Ford had offered her 
for sale the group of 1880 bars which were subsequently 
auctioned at Glendenning 1 s in the winter of 1969* She 
told me she had warned Spink not to put them in that 
auction. She also told me that Spink had a reserve on 
the items and that this was the wrong thing to do. She 
expressed her opinion that there was going to be a lot 
of trouble over these bars as the situation had gone 
much too far. 

I asked her if she had given her Brasher Doubloon 
to ANS and she confirmed that. 

I told her that I had heard from Margo Russell 
that the same coin was in the Dumont collection. She 
told me DuPont never showed his coin to anyone or furn¬ 
ished pictures and that she had been offered the same 
coin which DuPont bought. She said it was not a New 
York Brasher but an EB counterstamp on some Spanish coin. 

She said there was a group of four gold pieces 
offered to her but that none of them had the oval EB 
counterstamp with a period between the letters. She 
told me there were several EB counterstamps which had 
nothing to do with Ephraim Brasher. I told her I would 
advise Margo Russell that Margo's information was 
probably not accurate. 


EPN/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 
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Bullion Ingots 

(Concluded from page 165) 
hoard, which he described as bullion 
ingots, different than assay or specie 
ingots. 

“The big difference is that assay and 
specie ingots have values or denomina¬ 
tions on them. The new discoveries lack 
any monetary value or denominations, 
Ford said. 

He continued, “By no stretch of the 
imagination was the intent of manufac¬ 
ture of these pieces monetary. The 
main and only reason these bars were 
manufactured was to facilitate the 
transportation of the gold. 


“The Amador pieces are the first 
bullion ingots that old to be un¬ 
covered,” Ford said. He estimated they 
were made in 1869 or 1870, since a 
federal bullion tax was levied until 
1868 and taxed ingots were stamped 
U.S. REVENUE. 

Ford raised several questions 
“Where do all of these pieces come 
from all at once?” “Why haven’t they 
been found in the past?” He answered 
his own questions, in part, when he 
speculated they might have been 
included in a stage coach robbery, later 
hidden, and just recently uncovered by 
chance’ or with sophisticated detection 
devices now available to treasure hun¬ 
ters. 



Bo Yo 
Rememb 

Recollections j 
from Scrapbool 


Thirty Years Ago 
February 1940 

William Lawrence Clark, assisi 
curator of American Numismatic 
ciety, wrote the coin collecting m 
badge pamphlet for the Boy Scout; 
America. 

Maurice Gould, Brighton, Ma 
chusetts, writes, “I have just compl 
five years as a full time numismat 
He offered extremely fine 1877 In, 
head cents for $4.75 







Mystery Surrounds Western Gold. 


Gold bars, found “somewhere in the 
west,” have been the target of 
investigations on both sides of the 
Atlantic. Sixteen of the bars were of¬ 
fered November 13 and 14 by Glen¬ 
dining and Co., London, England, auc¬ 
tion firm. 

The bars are marked "Star Mining 
Co.” and “Amador Co.” 

Glendining’s catalog description 
reads, “An extremely important collec¬ 
tion of 16 California gold bars, all 
hitherto unpublished. All are illus¬ 
trated. The following 12 bars were is¬ 
sued by the Star Mining Co. and arc all 
dated 1880, except for one bar dated 
1877. They are all more or less in their 
original condition.” 

The description continued, “The 
following four bars were issued by the 


Amador Co. with the name F. G. 
HOARD ASS AYER on them. They are 
undated and are more or less in their 
original condition.” 

Bank of England officials would not 
grant permission to United Kingdom 
numismatists to purchase the pieces. 
They said, “If they did not all go at 
one wallop, the rest will have to wait 
until they are bought by someone over- 

Thomas W. Wolfe, director of the 
Office of Domestic Gold and Silver 
Operations, U.S. Treasury department, 
indicated his office is investigating to 
sec if there is a violation of United 
States gold regulations. 

Wolfe indicated the ODGSO is 
investigating the source of the bars 
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Gold bars of Amador Mining Co. and Star Mining Co. carried weight, 
fineness and in sonic cases, the date of issue; none of the bars carried a 
value or denomination. 
p a£e 164 


The Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine, Sidney, Ohio 


before deciding if import licenses are 
necessary or if licenses to bring them 
back into the US can be issued. 

He said “A violation may have oc¬ 
curred if the gold was part of a hoard 
that was discovered.” When hidden 
hoards of gold are found, the Treasury 
department must be notified. 

Wolfe added, “It isn’t certain if send¬ 
ing these bars out of the country would 
be in violation of export laws because 
the gold regulations provide that gold 
from natural deposits in the U.S. which 
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have not yet entered into commercial 
use may be exported without license. 

“On the other hand, ‘one cannot have 
his cake and eat' it too.’ If the gold 
vyould qualify for export without a 
license, it certainly would require a 
license to be brought back into the U.S. 
If a license was issued to export gold 
‘not in its natural state,’ then no 
license would be required to bring it 
back into tie U.S.” Wolfe concluded. 

John J. Ford, New York City 
numismatist, said he knew of the 
(Continued on page 264) 
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Assayer I'. G. Hoard of Amador Co. stamped his name, weight and fineness 
on bars which have turned up in London, England. The Amador firm and Star 
thr*-iv Had ° pt ‘ rations in California for some 20 to 30 years following 
ne lml War. Questions have arisen whether the bars may be imported back 
nlo the United States. British collectors may not own them, according to the 
“ank of England. 

February, 197C 
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BOWERS AND RUDDY GALLERIES, INC. 


SUITE 810 

6922 HOLLYWOOD BOULEVARD 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 90028 



TELEPHONE: 
(213) 466-4595 


November 7, 1973 


DIRECTORS: 
JAMES F. RUDDY 
NANCY RUDDY 
Q. DAVID BOWERS 


Mr. Eric Newman 
Edison Brothers Stores 
400 Washington Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Eric: 

It was nice talking with you on the telephone the other day. I am enclosing 
herewith Polaroid photographs of two gold bars recently sent to us for con¬ 
signment to our February auction, and returned to the sender, Julian Leidman. 

It is my understanding that Julian has these on approval from another dealer, 
but I am not certain in this respect. I have just written to Julian telling 
him that if he buys these he should insist upon a money-back guarantee without 
time limit. 

The photographs of the bars are self-explanatory. One is bar number 2175 
from Amador County, California. The other is bar number 526 from the California 
Mining Company. 

With best^wishes, I remain 

Sincerelr yiurs. 


Q. Da'fu.dViBowers 
Enclosures 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 

6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


November 9, 1973 


Mr. Q. David Bowers 
Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc. 
6922 Hollywood Blvd., Suite 810 
Hollywood, California 90028 

Dear Dave: 


There is an advertisement by A-Mark Coin Company for 
two bars of these types in the Numismatist for November, 1973. 

There have been many others offered, as you know. 

I believe one should proceed with extreme caution as 
to any material previously unknown which is manufactured by the 
means of punch work of lettering, numbering, circles or other 
punches made up from combinations of them. The style of incuse 
and relief letters is too e a sy to create. It certainly seems 
to me as though a written background of the history of the items 
signed by the various owners should be obtained. A money back 
guaranty would not be sufficient for me as that doesn't guaranty 
any knowledge or present any knowledge that the pieces are original. 

Neither you nor Julius has to handle these pieces to make 
a living and, therefore, I do not see why you would wish to be 
involved. 

With kindest personal regards, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPNtjah 


A NON PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
OF COINS, CURRENCY AND HISTORIC OBJECTS 



ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis 5, Missouri 


December 19, 1973 


Dr. Theodore V. Buttrey, Jr. 

1256 Ferdon Road 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 

Dear Ted: 


It was delightful talking to you over the telephone 
on Sunday. I look forward to receiving the various matters. 

With respect to Amador Mining Company and Star Mining 
Company, my files disclose the following: 

Mrs. Norweb told me in 1970 that she was offered a 
group of these bars in 1967 by John Ford. When she subsequently 
learned that they were to be auctioned, she told Spink not to 
auction them and not to establish reserves. They were auctioned 
by Glendining on November 13, 1969. There was an article in Coin 
World on them on December 31, 1969, pages 1 and 3, and an article 
in the Scrapbook, February, 1970, page 164. When import licenses 
were requested there were articles in Coin World on April 14, 

1971, page 2, and on June 9, 1971, on page 53. The Scrapbook had 
an article in May, 1971, page 540. This gives the amazing past of 
these pieces. You are welcome to see my file if you want to go 
into it further. 

I still have no idea whether I am going to Europe at the 
time you are in St. Louis, or if I will be otherwise out of town. 
Have a delightful holiday. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


EPN:j ah 


A NON-PROFIT CORPORATION FOR EDUCATION 
THROUGH RESEARCH AND EXHIBITION 
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